’ DEFERRED DERATE.
MONDAY, DECEMBER 22, 1551
NENATK,
Lo THE COMPROMISE MEASURES,

3% d the ¢ of the special

resolution submitted by Mr. Foors, s
ld’d e motion of Mr. Bapcen, declaring the
leeu u definitive settlement of the ques.
lons out of the subjectof slavery,

. HOUSTON. Mr. President, for several days past
¢ ! this resolution could be disposed of. |
ave evinced but livle anxiety to participate in this de-

&wmh [ have thought much in relation to the dis-
ion which is 1o be made of the resolution which ix
now hl:lfnu \lu hl' mniulﬁwnlm that hil was @ matter of
astonishment when st met with it in this y
bad expected nothing of the kind. The general mycloi
affuirs throughout the country seemed w‘n of the most
favorable character towards the harmonious udjustment
ol ifficulties which have excited the community, and
I had hoped that they would have been permitted to have
taken their natural course, and that the good sense of the
American pes would have uﬁ:llled these mallers
without the interposition of any deliberative or legiela-
tive bady, The contrary, however, has been the case,
and it devolves upon me as a member, not only of this
body, but of the democratic party, 1o declare my objec-

tions to it.
| may say that | occupy no equivocal
ot tter of the Comyp , for I believe the records of
the Senate will prove that I am the only senator now
upon this floor that voted for every measure of the Com-
omwse. An honorable senator #ow Pennsylvania [Mr
turgeon] also voted for all the provisions of the Com-
romise, but he is no longer a member of this body.
Ii‘hu being my position, | feel at liberty to aequit myself
of all embarrassment, and 1o proceed to the investigation
of this subject—l hope without incurring the suspicion
of any design to conceal or smooth over any portion of
my conduct. [ desire, sir, lo have no broader plaiformes
than those now exuun(g anl maintained by the two par-
ties of this country. [ undersiand that the democratic
party is tolerant in its principles; that they are not pro-
-seriptive; that they are not for applying the Procrustean
rule to every member of the party. "Harmonious as they

r_nnilinn in relation
in

nmuljiljv are, some gentlemen of the same party differ
easentially upon the subject of internal improvements,
That has been evinced on former occasions here, within

my recollection, and. | believe it extends much further
back than my [amiliarity with the proceedings of this
body. And nol only that—for | have heard discussions
here by the members of the same political party on the
tarifl, in regard to which there was a wide diflerence of
opinion; yet it was not a gronnd for proseribing the
members of the party, or excluding them from participa-
ting in all the rights pertaining to it.

Lhia being my view of the principles of the party, 1
am perfectly willicg that the platform upon whieh we
have heretolore acted should remain as it now is,and has
heen recognised. If gentlemen have departed from the prin-
ciples of the democratic faith, and they choose to return
1o the same platiorm, [ know no ohjection to their doing
s0.  They have a right to return at any time they please,
and (he mere concurrence with a paper resolution, un-
less they feel it here, [laying his haml upon his beart,]
will never constrain them 10 co-operate with the party in
good faith, I bave this to say to gentlemen who are te-
nacious on this subject, ** Show me your faith without
your works, and | will show you my faith by my works " |
When thia rule is applied | can see no ‘I-ﬁicully in the
way of concurrence of opinion and action in the demo-
cratic party. Moreover, [ object most especially to the
aciion ol this body upou the subject of political plat-
forms. | understand that the business of the Senate of
the United States—at least [ #0 regard my own duty—is
legislative employment, and not 19 censtruct Enhucul
pasty fahrics for the people. [ would deler to the prest
sure from withoot, but | should not expect to benefit the
mmmu,mg by radiating from this point influences of
opinions that savor too much of centralism, Centralism
is the danger againsl which the States have to guard;
and if our legislation has this tendency, as has been
complained of—1 do not say it has—but if such dangers
are 1o be apprebended from legislative action, aie they
not much more to be dreaded by converting the Senate of

the United States into nrdiu:ul machine ! | never will
will never exercise a function in

agree 1o this, sir.

this body that is not clearly delegated by the relation.
which | bear to my coustitueney, and lor which | was
sent here.

It is a punciple which s onhodox. and essential 1o the
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same Lime, it is the boast of
uot deprive either of thew of
live, | lh'nk .:lt:;d o wli\
i o ol S, 2o T
ICitin not, | am not

every politcal party.
the agiocable wssu-
is truly conservae
it pow stands is
enough, W embrace the whole Union.
: i member of it. | koow that | have
been miraigned for baving been oo latitudinous in my
[eelinge; but | muet confess that my country seems not
100 lurge o love, 1o cherish, and support. Then, sir, if
the object of the party is conservatinm, and 1o preserve
what we believe the tue constitutionad principles of the
suvernmeut, whoever loves and supports that eonstitution
stricily is my fellow. 1 know how the constitulion was
formed. It"was by concessions made by the several
States, or by grants ol certain powers that were to remain
in the federal government; but these delegated functions
were lo be exercised by it [or the benefit of the whole.
S I‘ur. the lederal government has rights, but no furiber.
The States were ree, sovereign, wod independent, until
these concessions were made.  The federal government
became the repository of delegated powers, and there they
remain for the benefit of the several States. The States,
in the full enjoyment of the powers reserved, are inde-
pendent within' their sphere, and subject 10 no control
Irom the federal govermment. Thess are my opinioos,
and | believe they agree with the democratic faith, loci-
dentally, various subjects have arisen in this body siuce |
ve been a member of it, and upon all thess linn re-
corded my opinions. 1 know they huve been at variance,
on some occusione, with my party, or rather the purty
with which 1 act—I will not "eall it mine; | belong 1o if.
As scme of them have been incidentally adverted to, | feel
bound 10 take up more time in some explanatory remarks
in regard to my course thun | should uﬁmtwiw have any
disposition 1o do.
ne thing | must be permitted to say. On this Com-
P v which app to be aguin brought into this
ody, and the several measures of which have produced
divisions in the democratic pariy, 1 acied, 1o be sure, with
the majority ; but because gentlemen of the same polrti-
cal party d:ﬂ'crr.d with me | am pot their censor, nor
have | uny right to judge them beyond the exercise of my
OWn power, or 1o unpule 1o them motives unworthy ol
senutors. | have never done this, and | elaim exemption
anl{]!rmn charges of this character.

I had hoped that the agitation on this question was fast
dying away; and it might ere this have been lorgotlen,
had 1t not ‘been for the introduction of this unfortunate
resolution, which bas renewed all the agitation of former
times, and produced crimination amd recrimination, and
scenes not less violent in their character than those ex-
hibited upon the adoption of the Compromise itself, 1 is
unfortunate; and it in the inception of a resolution of
this kind such are the fruits, and if such they are in a
‘gun tree, what must they be inadry? | apprehend
that no eunh.II good can grow out of the adoption of the
resolution. The usurpation of the people’s rights will be
manilest. 1f a modification is to take place in the demo-
cratic platform, Jet it take place in & convention of the
delegates of the people sent there for a political purpose,
not for the purpose of legislation, but tor the formation
of certain creeds and imbodiments of opinions, by which
the party is to be regulated in its action. That is where
I wish 10 see such action take place. But further than
this | am not prepared 1o go. 1 am not disposed to set
mysell up bere to dictate what the peculiar political
laith of my constituents shall be, or 1o unite in saying
what the faith and opinion of the whole party Ihruugfmul
the United Staies shall be,

But I am willing to vote in
the rusugn of luwa that shall extend throughout the
whole Union, and the infractions of which shall incur
penalties, | am not competent to perform the former
tasks, nordo | think they are designed {or me to do.

_ Asihe Swie o which | belong bas been alluded to
in this body in relation to the compromise measures, |
will detain the Senate while 1 utter a fe'w words on that
subject.  The Compromise, sir, was the work of able,
patriotie, and renowned statesmen. Some of them are
no longerin this body. [tis with regret, Mr, President,
that [ witness the absence of one who bore an important
and & conspicuous part in the accomplishment of that
Compromise. | allude 1o the venerable senator lrom
Kentueky, [Mr. Cray,] who is detaned from this chum-
ber by sickuess, witl which he is deeply aflicied.
trust he will again resume his place in the Senate. The
wisdow of his counsels, the brlliancy of his genius, the
strength of his will, and the patriotisn of his bean,
never shoue brighter than dusing their manifestation in
this body in the achievement of that Compromise.  But
my Slate has been arraigned by a portion of this Union,
and of the democmtic parly, too, for making a disposi
tion ol a portnon ol her 1ermiory 1o the detriment ol
southern interests ; nod that | felt. It was not that she
was dieposed 1o abrudge or impair any of the righis of the
South. Texas, no doubt, had aright 1o dispose of
Did not Georgia dispose of her terriory 1o the federal

democratic party, that the ciizen, 1 a republic, is 1o
delegate no power thal be can conveniently exercise him-
ecli; and the powers which he cannot sonveniently ex-
ercise he delegates to his represeatative, who is to per- |
form the funcuions for him. 1 | am correct in this,
whenever the powers delegated are diverted [rom the oh-
jects to which Lhey ought to be direcied, it is an applica-
tion ol them which is foreign 1o the rights of the people ;
and therefore | will never exercire any power which i

may have in this body towards cresting sevtiment at |

home, when | ought, in justice, 1o derive that

overnment *  Did she not rell enough to make the
Stales of Alab and ppi 2 And have any
complaints been made against her for it?  And had
Texas, who came into this Union as free and independ-
eut an Ceorgia did, no right to dispose of her domain to
the tedesal government ! She did it, sir ; and | have this
to remark, that bad 11 been any obstacle to the compro-
mise of the jarring inlereats of this country, and to their
reconcilement, | would have heen willing that every foot
ol the ternitory which she claimed should become a lake
{ fire wod brimstone, ratber than it should have thrown

from my constituency. We have seen the eflect of it in
days gone by. [ do noteay it for the purpose of awaken-
ing any leelings or rer that would be unpleas-
ant ; but is it nol withio the recollection of members
this body, that opinions which were sent {rom here to
the several States throughouot the South had a powerful
influence in producing the excitement which existed in the
country ! 1 was opposed 1o all this, because | deemed
that the people thronghout this Umon were sufficiently
mtelligent 1o mppreciaie their true condition, and that if
there was a necessity for correcting evils that might grow
up in the country, they would bave sn ample opportanity
at the ballot-box for exercising their roweu N correcting
them. These are my oprnions in relation to this matier.
Il the democratic platform snd the whig platform are not
broad enoogh for sll to oecupy, let the people put on any
additional plank which they deem needful. We know
not but that wee by enlarging, may induce an accession
Lon greal for the platiorm to bear, and 1t may break ason-
er,
. Resolutiona similar to the one under consideration were
introduced into a eaucus of the democratic members of the
other house, and met with little favor there : some filly 1o
thirty rejected it 1t was not introduced into 8 cancus of
eenators, or | presume it would have met with as littls
favor. Buiit has found its way into this body ; for what
purpose ! For the purpose of benefiting a party that was
acting, [ believe, barmoniously. Some diflerences of
opinion exisled, as is always the care, and alwayn will
be ; but how easy would it have been within u short time
for all these asperities of feeling 1o bave worn ont, and
led the members of each party to act harmoniously !

Mr. FOOTE. Does the senator intend to intimate that
} had t’ny parly purpose in view in introdacing this reso-
ation ?

Mp, HOUSTON. 1 cannot believe that the senator had,
and would be sorry 1o _believe that there was any indi-
vidual purpose in it Bat certainly it was not an emana-
yon of party. and the pnllamtlln bins the privilege of dis

A 10 4 tH

|

posing of it in a A
Mr. FOOTE. | did not introduce it as a parly man. |
Mr. HOUSTON, | have witnessed with concern the |

r:n:udiu'of this body for some days past. | have
n sulent ; for il no older person than mysell were
present, there were senators here who are more familiar
with the praceedings ol the hody than | am, and 1o them
I deferred the duty and privilege of regulating the con-
duct of senators, if 1t was not in a ance wilh the
practice of the haddy, and | looked, morsover, to an enlight-

d President.  Formymell, having nceupicd no great
mm of the time of 1his body, | shall claim the privi-

ol proceeding without interruption, unlesa for the
;ur ol correction of some miastatement which | may

e in the progress of my speech. My disposition s
never 1o provoke interruption or produce annoyance 10
honorable membera of this body, and | cansot suspeet
that any one would have the design of annoying me;
but every senator must be aware that such things must
be unpleasant, il not disconrteons.

1 shoold think, Mr. Premident, aceording to the rule
which [ have laid down, that if we were to pass resolutions
in this body, or il joint resolutions were passed by Con-
aresa, prescribing the faith of either party, or what their
pf!ndpru lhml'l" be, every one wha did not come
within the exacl measure prescribed would be reproach-
fully treated, or a1 Jeant arrayed at the tibunul of party
not where he would have n hearing, because be wonld
be excloded. He wonld not Imu.!go privilege of » hear-
ing. Bir, [am for leaving 10 every gentlemnn’s own con-
serenca, and 1o the high motive nl'l?wol ma!rr and

iotism, 1o determine with which party he will set,
how far he will nct with it 1f the representalive

| South : ** Let us alone; let the people regulate their mu-

| declarmuons and senti

an impe L in the way ol the peave and harmony of
the Union,

I voted also for the admission of California. T did it
upon the acknowledged and avowed principle of the

nicipal and domestic institations ; let them alone *  And
1 put it 10 the candor of honorable senators from the
South, no matter how ardent their feelings may have
been, whether, i California had made application lor
admission into the Union, wih a eonstitution declaring
that slavery should exist, they would not have diere-
garded all 1{! iriegulanities which may have been con-
nected with it, and readily have voted [or ber admission
asarlave State? The same rule which would induee ine
to vote lor it in one situation would consirain me fo do
it in another. | did it. What advantage would have
resulted [rom a delay ©  Wan there any hope for a change
of her institutions? Waa there any probability of i’
No. She came in; and whatever reproaches are attached
1o the vote | gave, | derive my eonsalation from the gen-

eral Ipro-‘pnhy and happiness ol my country,

Allusion bas also been made, | believe, ta the
vole | gave on the organization of the (Oregon
Territory, containing the Wilmot proviso.  Upon
that subject, Mr. Presudent, | h-rP mysell fully
sustained, | voted for the Missouri-compromise line

Upon the admisson or organization of Oregon that
Missauri-compromise line was repudiated by the Soath,
and | was the ouly clearly southern senator that voted |
for that adinission. | voted in harmony with the Mis
souri-compromise ine. | based my vole upon that ground,
and in this Senate it will be remembered what my
ts were. Tosustain mysell upon
that, | will bri forward a portion of & ?«ch which
was made at that time. It was by the distinguished
senalor from South Carolina, no longer on earth, [Mr
Calhoun.) During the debate in relation to the territo-
tial government of Oregon, he sad :

* Afver an arduons siraggle of more than a year on the
question whethor Missonr: shonld come into the Union,
with or without restrietions prohibiting siavery, a comipro
mise line was adapted between the North and the Sonth
but it was done ander ejronmetnnaers which made it now s
obligatory on the teer. Lt in teue it was moved by one of
hier ﬁum.gu shod citizans, [Mr Crav,] bot it is eqonlly se
that it was carried by the almost anied vois of tie North
agninst the mlimost aaited vowe of the South, and was thos
imposed on the Jaiters by saperior nuinbers, in opposition to
her strannous allore.  The Bouth has never given her sano-
thon 1o it, of mssented 10 the power it ssserred.  She was
voted down, and hns simply aequieseed (n an Rrrangemont
which she has not had the power to revarse, and which
she coutd not mitempt 0 do withoat distarhing the peaoe
and harmony of the Union—to which she bas ever been
adversa.  Acting on this pringiple, sho parmiged the Ter-
ritory of lowa to be formed sl the State 10 be admiued
Iinto the Union, nnder the com promise, withont objsction
aored by the sdparor from New York to
ar of the power she clnling for Congress ™
hil

nnd that is now
prove e suree

and instructed by the Texan people o vote for the Mis-
souri Compromise when a bill for a territorial govern-
ment came up ; and | did it

In aiding the production of this Compromise, or in ils
effectuation, | found it ¥, in ) of my-
sell, and in the urgency | felt for its success, o make
some remurks, I will resd some extracts from the debate
which took place. o & speech upon Mr. Clay's resolu-
tions, and when it was pretty welﬁsceruiﬂod they wonld
not pass, on the Sthoof February, 1650, | made the fol-
lowing remarks :

“But | call upon the (tlends of the Union from every
auuru to oome lorward lke wen, snd o sacilfics thejr

itleronces upon the commo arof their coantry's gooll,
and to e a bulwark agoond the cosstitution thatl cannot
be shaken. [t will require manly ellos, sir, and they must
expect 10 meet with prejudices growmg np around them
thut will mssail thom fromw every quacter, Toey must stend
flrm to the Union, regardless of all personal conseguances.
Time alone can recompense them for thele saciflce and
thelr labors ; for devotion to country ean never be forgotten
when it s offered freely nod  without expectation of re-
ward.  The incense of sell-saorifice, whan thus offsred on
the wltar of their colmtry, will be soceptable to the people
I hiave no doubit this this question mlphl bie wasily adjusied,
i gentl would o such disposit nd teeling
s doubitless notunie o large pordon, il not all, of this body,
ifthey would come np w the work. 1 have no doubt six
senators here could be designnted, without elerence w
party, (you mny, if you please, disregard the section of
country from which they come,) who would net as o gom-
mittes ol conference, and st qun together as wayfuring
men, and produce satislnctory recopeiliation, thereby -h};-
fuslog nniversal peace, and calming the agitnied wayes ihat
are (nshing at 1the b
and solmed to millions of freemen,

YDy not the American people love this Union 1 Are

Lion

they novdevoted 1o i1 Is not every reminiscence of e
pastassocinted with i glories, and are they not ealeoled
to inapire prayers (or its prosperity snd perpetuity 1 1ithis

were not the pase, you
confedsracy ; but so it
fibie of the pational heart,
glorivus recollsction of the |

phe think lightly of our nobls
t stunds connscted with every
aud is interwoven with every
sast, which atlvction or rever-
ence uun inspii the minds of the Amenca® people. Lt
in not, Me. President, that twenty-thres llllﬁiulil of souls
are involved in the perpetuity of “this Union ; it is nov tha

every ideration of hapy d with country
nr;m:umnn ity butitls because it isthe great moral, so-
cial, and political lever, that has moved, 18 moving, and

will gontinue w move the world,  Look nbirond st foreign
nations, nnid behold the infloenes of our exampls upon
them—unot ours, for I feel o sense ol homilistion when 1
contrast the etforts of any man now liviog with the iHustri-
ous mehievements of the departed sages and horovs who
performed this mighty work ™

These were the remarks which [ made in that speceh
In the progress cf it, the honorahle senator from Missis-
sippi, supposing that [ alluded to the convention which
had assembled in Mississippi, interposed and said :

“Mr. Foore. Does my Iriend from Texnn wish to be un-
derstond as undertaking to decry or censure the State of
Misslesippi lor baving orlginated this convention 1"

The reply was:

“Mr. Hovsron. The last thing in the world ™

I again proceeded with my remarks, when the honora-
ble senator from Mississippi interposed :

“Mr Fovre. | hope my fitend will pardon me for ask-
ing of him s addivonal explanation. | trust be did wot
intend (o insinuate asw maner of opinion, sull less 10 make
the stalement as o mattar of Lot declved Trom any anthor-
ity, that the soyereign Sate of Mississippi, 16 the tnoipient
movement townrds the Nachyville Conveurion, for which
she is reaponsible, wns tnstigated by Sonth Caroline, or hey

1 |'"1Fr"""u- without instigation from any quarier
| know that what he has said will be understood s intima
tige, ot least, that this conventional movement of onrs wis
stimulated by South Cnroline, and was the resnlt of concert
between eerain Sonth Coroling polideinns sod cenain
politicinns in Misstasippt, with a view of having that
movement originate in the State of Mississippl instead of
Bouth Carolinw, in omer o avold any odiom that might

therebiy arise. | wm suie he did not antend 10 be so un.
derstood, nnd yet ho will be ol be does not coriect his re-
marks."

My reply was:

“Mr Houstos T oan mesnes the honorabile senator that

this ia n very delieare nnd complicated guestion. Bt |
believe that o South Carolina never bad exiated, and if it
had not been for her disposition and the movement which
began there, Mississippl would never have thought of 10"
Again, the gentleman said :
“Mr Foors Il the honorable senator will penuit me
e dwerrupe bim, 1 will remaik that vpen the poiat on

which hio has been g0 well nnswered by colleague, 1
have nothing to say. Boat in addition | w 1 say that i
the honorable senawr from Texas supposes that thers a0
single man of inwlligmes and ehamactor 1o the Siate of
Missiselppi who eecoguises any buman being as hus leader,
lis political wader, or as lus wasier, by whom nod w0
whom ke s to bo held responsibie, be las grossly mis
Judged the people
who represent Mississippi heve and clsswhere, would havo
affoeded satistactory evidence w that sennior and w el
meny that, highly as we reverence character, high intellect,
puriy of beart, and spotlesstiess of reputation, there s no
man who represeots the State of Misslssippt in the halls of
Congress nt the present time, who recogaises any human
being in the world as his leader or controller, or as entited
w have any undoe infloepce over his mind or conduct—at
any rate | spoak for myself—and I hope the senator will un
derstand me when [any, 1 recognise no leader on the face
of the globa ™
Mr. FOOTE. | must explain my connexion with a
matter which is more or less connected with mysell, and
which, if unexplained, may subject me lo misapprehen-
sion. It will be seen that, in a speech which | made here
a fow days ago, | did state, what | now know to be true,
that Mr. Calhoun, during his life, with the purest inten-
tions, wilh no disposition (o lead or control our State, had
a prelty exiensive correspindence with persons there.
This is & fact which [ dil not know at the time | deliv-
ered the speech which has been read by the honorable
senalor, The trath is, that | never heard, until recently,
of the letter which 1 read the other day of Mr. Callioun
to a fellow.citizen of mine—Mr. Tarpley. | was sar-
rised when | found that such a letier had been written,
rn the course of last year—and | say it without intending
to cast any imputalion anywhere—| ascerlained, h{u-
rious evidences, that several gentlemen in my owan Slate
had been corresponded with by the distinguishel senator
from South Carolina—now no more—on this subject
The letters that | have seen, according generally with
this one, satisfled my mind that the modus operandi ol
the convention was more or less marked put hi liie great
inteliect. At the time | made the remarks which have
been read, | did not helieve that any human being in the
world had received a letter lrom Mr. Calhoun on the sub-
ject, except one which | mysell received, and whieh has
been published long since. 1 must say that a gentleman,
a friend of mine in the State of Mississippl, well known
to my colleague, who was a partner of mine in the prac-
tice of the law, and for many years an intimate [riend,
(but from wrom I am now very painlully separated by
existing questions,) wrote me a letter early in the summer
before last, desiring me 1o correspond with various distin-
guished southern slatesmen, including Mr. Callioun, for
the purpose of ascertaining what their opinions were as (o
the action which was 1o be considered in the State of Mis
wissippi in the event of a convention being called. 1 was
then in the State of Virginia, in my native county, and |
andertook to hold a correspondence with various persons
on this subject. If there wasany iotrusion on s delicate
mattgr on the part of anybody, | was the intruder. 1
wrote to the late senator from South Caroliva, [Mr. Car.
woun:] | weote 10 the honerahle senator [rom Viegini,

[Mr. Huwten,] who wraote me & very patriotic and in-
teresting letter, which never has been published, but
which, if pablished, woull evinee the corrsctness of the

o always entertained of him—which
would prove that he is a soind statesman and an upright
patriot, Neither of their letters indicated disunion, or -
timated the necessity of a change in the constitution, or
certninly | wonld not have been the medium through
which their communieations were introduced to the peo-
ple in my own State.  When this maiter came upln--!_nfl
the senator from Texas pursned aline of remark at whic

| was somewhat galled, | confess, as one of the senators
trom Mississippi. 1 refer 10 his insinuation that that
State was controlled by certain persons in South Carolina.
| did not know then that letters hiad been addressed o any

opinion which I hay

Although no State in the Union and no a
hecoms nﬁnm 1o thin, yot it appears that it was taken
for granted that it was unwelcome to the South, and
therefore it was re}mdmnj. Bat in going on further, 10
show the extent of that gentleman's dislike 1o it, and an
expression doubtleas that influenced materally the action
ol the southern senalors, he proceeds to say

 Now, let me sny, scnntors, if one Union and system
of government mre dooined o parish, and we to share the
fate of #o many great people who have gone befors e,
the historian who, (b some Tutare daf. mny rocoril the
events tending 1o so ealamitons s result, will devote his
first ehaprer 1o the ardinance of 1757, as landed as it (s and
it mothors have Leen, as the st o it serios which led o
it. His next chapter will la devored 1o the Misson: Com-

of a in brought forward, and that repr lalive ia
b e thong e

" h not lgroelnT in opinion with all of
those who elecied him, | slould =ay ';Tm e was entitled
10 18 consuleration, and that he shonld be tecaived by the
members of ihal party, becanse as long as o man re-
maima within it he is bound by ite general principles,

1t is the bonst of the democratic party, | believe, that

it in Lhe trne conservative parly of the country, though,

P , wnd the next 1o the f-r-mm ngltation  Whather
thave will be snother beyond [ know not Tewill dopend on
what wa may de
Here wan a Tormal repudintion of the Missouri-com-
romie line, upon the prneiple wf which Texas had been
‘:mqht into the Union, and by which one-thinl of her

ber of the convention, except to Judge Sharkey. So
far as [ knew, no other members of the convention re-
ceived any communication from him. 1 believe thal
another I-:m addressed 1o me by Mr, Calhoun was pretiy
freely cirenlated —1 was #o informed, at least. | make
this atatement to throw some light on my course W
to this matier. | still say that the Sate of M I
wan not dictated to—was not led or controlled, and that
na attempt was made 1o lead or control it, so far asl
know. q!el, throngh me a correspondence ook place,
which, no doubt, resulted in the on of a certain
conrse of proceeding by that State, as | now believe
am mech indebted 10 the gentleman for allowing me thas
opportunity to explain. > y

r HOUS [‘Klﬁl,' 1 wish to pnt mysell right in rela-
tiom 1o the views | then enteriained wpon the subject
Certainly 1did not know officially or repuiedly that any
inteiference hind taken place in reference 10 thi matter |
but | believed, from the indications  which afterwarda
surcounded me, that semething of the kind must have

torial limita had been et off 1o free moil.  As Texas
:t'i:lﬂe:m into the Union wpon that line, 1 felt wartanted

done.  And when 1 alluded to it, it was without in-
hl':::.gon farther than that which results from analogy to

ase ol our Capliol, and spesk comloi | K€

wen ;oor that shie aoted otberwise than vpon her awn |

I hiad hoped that the demeanor of thos |
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other things. 1 find that the honorable senator from Mis-
sissippi, the other day, declared as follows:

“*1 bave heretofore mentioned in this bod
through e n the fest | that Mr. Calboun succeed-
ed b instigating the ncipient movements in Mississippi
which led w the calling ol the Nashville convention. | ro-
peal that statement now, aod tesist thest my fellow-citisens
of Missisaippl, who had chu thus induged 10 sssume the
W'Alllli_lhllllr of calliog the gensial conveniion lnle Leing,
bad a right 0 expect (he earliost (iformation to be given to
them of any contemplated depaiture from the onglual plan
ol operavion. ™

This merely eorroborated what | then stated. 1t es-
tablishes it beyond all controversy. It will b remem-
bered that in 1547 | was denounced for voling for the
Missouri-compromise line. In October, 1549, the Missis-
S convention occurred, amd the Nashville convention
grew out of it At the adjourned meeting ol the Nash-
ville convention the ultimatum laid down by that body
was that very ientical line which had been repudiated
by the whole South. That line they made the ullimatom
for all difficulties then existing. Their motto was
*“ Thirty-six thirty or fight." 1 had been denounced for
supporting and voting for that line, and the whole South
haul repudiated it Iu 1850 the Nashville convention laul
it down ds the only ground of compromise that could be
acceded to by the South. 1 only wish to show the con-
sistency with which | adhered to it until it was repudia-
ted. Even alterwards, when the Compromiae was brought
ups & snicoduced u resolution for the purpose of asserting
ihe claim of the South to extending the line of 36 deg. 30
win, to the Pacific. That is what | wish to do. Certain
n did not seem Lo consider me 8o ultra when [
valed for the Missouri Compromise in favor of the South
as when | voted for it when it favored the North. | vote
lor it upon gll’llll:ijlle. But after [did vote for it, it was
repadialed by the South, and thus rendered void.
| well remember another thing in which I differed from
the 1 b la snalor from Mississippi
I may defer o his iutelligence, wisdom, statesmanship, and

et it was

However much | 4

more ridiculous than the resolution now belore us. |
cannot, Mr. President, trifle - rith laws io this way. [t is
not compatible with cdlgnll{of this ble body,
or consistent with the well-established prigeiples of legis-
lation in this coun Sir, | agaio say I8 no prac-
ticability in this resolution, 1t may be adapted 10 a peco-
liar platform in Mississippi; but it is not a suitable plat-
form for the democratic party of this whole country.
I do not expect to oecupy any of the lime of the

by adverting to matters in connexion with mysell.
al the conelusion of the last session of Congress, | was at-
tucked by a then member of the Senate from South Caro-
lina, in @ manner of which [ cannot refrain from speak-
mlg, A publication had sppeared over my nume in a Jetter
addressed 1o a gentleman, and in Whit{l some ecror had
accidentally occurred in trunseribing. 1 was altacked as
baving charged upon South Caroling cermin principles
which were not contained in her constitution. 1t wus suid
that what was in her constitution was in the constitution
of every other State, and therefore | must have been eilher
very ignorant of the laws of South Carolinawnd the other
Stales, or it wis o very useless charge. 1t has been my
misfortune to be charged with having ussailed the State of
South Carolina. Now, once for all, as 1 have no great
inclination to be speaking in the Senute or elsewhere,
will place mgnull rlgiﬂ in_relation to South Carolina.
Whenever | have spoken of that State, I did not allude to
the people, but to her rulers. 1 did not call in question
their patriotism, but their policy. | had M}mlle!?iy been
altacked by citizens of that State. | bad been denonnced
by the illustrious man upon whose memory | would not
casta slur. He is gone, and with him are buried all the re-
sentments | might ever bave felt

ity
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otill eutangled me in it by insiuuation,
to manage these things very well. The i
will go out from the senator's speech is,
this resolution for the pur of

ol the democratic party, The gentleman t
doetors, wl about persons tak the
yarty platform. Al thit is perfectly u o B0ine

ol us. s there auything in this resolution it o
democracy ¥ 1 wo, democracy 18 in itsel] :"“w

thing. s there anything in these .

contrary to the greal principles of the E croed !
Ldeny it As u democrat 1 deny it -1.:-1 there
is not one single important mmia.l ure counected
with this plan of settlement which is not in har-
mony with the great fundamenta! principles of the demo-
cratic faith. The man who does not understand that
doex not nnderstund the first elementary Wﬂ- the
democratic creed.  Why, the democratie a Unign

Hy—a party strictly observant of ihe constitution.
he Baltimore platorn (1 am alraid the gentleman has
never rend i) imbodies every principle o’ this plan of
compromise. | took oceasion lo say the other day that
the demoeratic party fought out the contest of 1848 on the
principle of non-intervention, [ said elsewhere, in this
city, in the hearing of the gentleman, that the great con-
test of 1545 wus fought upon the principle of non-inter-
vention, which is the principle imimd' in this. plan of
settlement.  That principle was not received from

senator from Texas, but from snother and a much higher
source, and was adopted by the whole democratic purty
of the country. Does this resolution, then, mdd to the
democratio platform ¢ But for the high respect | enter-
tain for the w_ﬁutju'.l should pronounce this stalement a

1 Hlil inl‘ feelings towarda
him were onl resn ‘m&i.rutur

imaginary, which [ had suffered, 1 have no enmity with
him, so that 1 can have no .eelings of enmity 0 grat-
ify when [ allude to South L'nmﬁnl. or to ‘lzr most
distinguished citizen, When I speak of her | do it with
| deference to her honored senator, [Mr. Burien,]
who sits before me. 1 do not agree with all her

patriotism, yet | have been unfortunate in d ting from
varions echemes of his, | was directly opposed to iLe
Southern Address. 1 did not sign that address. My col-
leagne [Mr. Rusk] did not sign it. | believe we wese the
only southern senalors who ﬁid not sign that address, 1
believed that thataddress was fraught with mischiel ; and
when [ saw the consequent action that grew out of it—
when | saw the Mississippi convention and the Nashville
convention—I became more satisfied with my own course
in not wigning it. 1did not denounce those gentlemen
who did sign it 3 but I wish to show that I have been
consistent throughout in relerence to the anfmwi-a and
to.the rights of the South, | have been unwilling Lo sac-
rifice those rights. My associations and all my interests
arein the South. 1 1 do not own millions of broad acres,
all that I do own is in the South ; yet [ am not going to
insist vpon m‘umlmuu that [ do uot deen right ; nor am
Iﬁumg W follow fantasies for legislative direction by
which the country cannot be benefited, | am sent here
to act in a legialative capacity for my State in watters of
detail, and for the Union on general subjects, 1 have one
director in that: it is the consttution, Wherever that
directs me, there will [ go.

Mr. President, [ delivered my speech on the subject of
the Compromise on the sth of February, 1850 ; and the
resolution of comj ise was introduced on the 14th of
February following—six days afierwards ; so that I have
not been wholly disconnested from that matter. [ pat it
to the candor of any gentlemnan, whether | have not been
as zealous snd as Jorward in the support of that
measure as any other member of this body. [ oceupied
no equivocal position in relation 1o i1, er the resulls grow-
g out of it | wish to add no additional plank to that
platform. The honorable gentleman may deem it neces-
wry 1o do ko, 1T he presents himsell as the organ of the

rty 10 which I belong, and wishes to ingrait this con-
ﬂtion upon the platform, I, as a member of the demo-
cralic party, unimportant as [ may be, moet solemaly, in
the face of the Senate, this assemblage, and the world,
protest against any test that has nol s originn the ac- |
tion 6f the Democratic Nutional Convention, called for |
political purposes. | never will record my vote on the |
journals of this Senate lor a resolution that is not con-
nected wilh legislation, and is purely political in its
character., 1 will not blacken the white paper of the
Senate with it.  If | distrusted the intelligence of the
American people—il 1 distrusted their patriotism—1 myght
set mysell up as a diclator of opinions, and instruct
them in what they ought to do. But | have no preten-
sions to the churacter of u leader. | am willing to fol-
low; and | have got the broad road before me. | have |
got the platiorm on which we have siood, und on which
we have acted. | did not expect an entire concordance
ol opintous, or of platforms, but such as have former-
ly reconeiled those opinions.  Heretofore gentlemen in
tavor of internal improvements and gentlemen opposed
|to them have stood mpon the same platiorm. lanll
and unti-tarilf gentlemen have stood upon the same plat-
form ; they have supported the great ereed ol democracy |
and il you begin 1o enlarge thal idnUorm we shall have
maore trouble hereafler in reconciling other jarnng inter-
ests. [t will create additional trouble 1o the party. .
lieved that the discord which had existed thronghout the
country on virious subjects—and particulatly the conflict
hetween the North and South—was fast dying away and
would soba be forgotten, until some new subject would
furnish excitement to the Amencan people, and divert
their minds from this subject, which had so long agitated
them. | thought they bad determined to be reconciled.
Wht was doiie has iad the acquiescence of both politi-
cal parties. It bas been unfortunately so mixed up as to
bave had & wet blanket thrown ower i ; and really at this
time | bad hoped that qimnnn was about to sabside, and
that the old parties would fall into their ranks, and march
on quietly o the attainment of the abjects they thought
most eligible or judicious ; and I never shall sanction any
measure which ‘is calealated only to distract the party tw
which [ belong. [ will ‘do everyihing | can, farly and
justly, conformably to the constitution, to pour oil on the
troubled waters and Lo guiet them ; but | will not intro-
duce a firebrand. [ will not attempt 10 distract the pany
by anything extraneous 1o the principles which have
bound them together. | never will, as long as | live,
seok 1o become the dictator of a parly as to what they
lought to do. [ | have auy measure relating to the in-
| teresta of the party o introduee, [ will submit it to s
| members ; and if they think it ought not to be introJuced,
[ will be prepared 1o hear their reasons ; and il a majority
shall overrule oty own opinions, I will, upen conviction,
surrender my impressions lo theit decision. | have never i
attachied suthcient importance to mysell to believe that I
have o right 1o control the party, or to believe that me
dietion should be their law, or my opioions their guidy.

I [evuld be induced for one moment to believe that
the democratic party could derive any bemefit from the
adoption of this Tesolution. without prejudice to the grn-
eral weal of the country, | might not oppose it, But now
| can see no propriety or aulity in il, and therelore |
shall op i

Is it -lrmiml 1o give effect 10 the Compromise ! Will |
those measures derive any additional foree from the pass: |
sge of this resolation ! il they be more hm.duu . 1
think not. s it customary to re-enact laws of Congress,
or 1o endorse them by resolution while they remain upon
the statute-book ! ill not the adoption of this resolu
tion in etlect declare that we bave nol full confidence in
existing laws passed by a jormer Congress ! i this res-
olution s necessary at this time, will not a similar reso-
lation be ry at eack ding Congress, upon
ihe Compromise and every other important measure that
may be passed ! And m?] nol such a course have & len:
deney to produce unpleasanl scenes in the halls ol legis-
lation, inpair public confidence in our procedings, a
keep inceasant agitation n the communily / IN'a mi-
norly are willing to acquiesce in & measure, and the |
country in tending to repose afier the wettlement of con. |
traverted questions, so far s they can be settled by the |
action of Congress, does il become a magnanimons |
majority 1o n alresh the sorest points of severe
conflicts that have been allayed, and which the mi-
ority do nol propose to disturb ! And especially, sir,
I8 it magoanimous in Ihe majority to open these ques-
tions again, when the very object of theiradoption was lo
allay sgitation? | voted for them, each and all, as
peace measures. A such they have been received by the
country, and millions have rejorced that these unhappy
controversies had been adjnsted. Since these peace meas-
ures were ad an entire session uﬂi; Long'nunlpmu
pansed, and now, at the commencement of a4 NAW RASIO
of & new Congress, & resolution is offered which again
opens, and has opened, the aggravating agilation. 1is
A0 AGITATING RESOLUTION upon A sefiea of PEACE MEAS-
uRks, and oo, seqg d in by nearly the
whole country. Where, sir, is the practicability ol this
resolation 7 (s friends have not shown it, and caanot.
Iis avil influences are already apparent as defeating the
very ohject of the compromise measures ; '."d as A fast
friend of the Adjustment, | cannot stently vote for it.
Why not, air, introduce a resolution here, declaring that
the independent ireasury bill shall be a final adjustment
of the questions that arose durin'!o::; progress through
the two houses of Congress? ol our politeal
irionds at first d that mensure, but hinye since ac-
quiesced in it 'Tr the postion ol the senator fmu: Mis-
sinsippi be correct, we musi gel up & resolution to ** com.
mit” senators upon that measure ot the present time
Why is it not done ? Bimply hecause such a course wonld
be wenkness, and worse—it would be ridiculons, but no

|

| the oppressed.

| community

“very happy that b

mn tions; and though she is very tenacious in re-
lation to State rights, of which "1 am & sincere
lover—for 1 would die before | would see any of
the rights which hilong 1o the States wrested [rom
them—yet it seew e that if South Carolina was as
sensitive with regar | her munieipal institutions as she
is wilh regard to her relations with the federal govern-
ment, she would perhaps find that she had a great deal 10
do. In looking over the constitutions of the various States
ol the Union, and comparing them with the federal con-
stitution, 1 have eome to the conclusion that South Caro-
lina is not more liberal in her institutions 1o her own citi-
zens than are most of the other States, 1f the federal
torrrnmrm were 1o enact a law by Congress, aI::pluvud

the President, dictating o any State or States thal they
should not exercise the fullest latitade of suffrage or fran-
chise, it would be deemed a fAlagrant usurpation, and no
State would submit 1o it. Suppose Congress, if it had
the power, were lo pass a law saying to Yirginia or New
YorL. or any other State, you shall not permit your citi-
zens 1o vole for the electors of President or Vice Presi
dent ; you shall not permit them to vote for the governor
ol your State: what would be said in reply 1o this?
Wiy, it would be one of the most Aagrant outrages by
federal authority thatever were committed upon the rights
of the States. It would be a usurpation of a most atro-
cious character.  Yet South Carolina has never permitted
one of her private citizens to vote for the electars for
President or Vice President, or 1o vote for the governor of
the State. They know nomore who isto be voted for as the
governor, or who is 1o be voled for as the Chiel Magis-
trate of the Union, than they know of the interior of
Africa. .

| used the term oligarchy towards the legislative body
of South Carolina, because the constitution of that Staje
in in their power. Such is the rotten barough system of
South Carolina, that forly persons in the lowlands wicld
as much political influence as thousands in the uplands.
These were the objections which 1 made to the institu.
tions of South Carolina. [ made no objection to the peo-
ple of the State; | made it to those whom | believed 1o be
oppressors and usurpers.  The people of South Carolina
are a gallant and daring people. . They are as generous,
noble, and warm-hearted as the sun under which they
live. 1 commend them. But letus recollect that bad the
gallant Palmetto regiment returned from Chapuliepec,
where it was commanded by the gallant and generous
Butler, who, not satisfied with the infliction of severe
wounds, rushed on bravely, leading his men on 10 vie-
tory, tll he fell, he would not have had the privitege of
voling for the Cluel Magistrale of his Stale, or for elect-
ois for the President and Vice Presid ol the Union
Nor, sir, wonld any one of his gallant followers. 1 say
itis wrong thus o deprive the people of South Carolina
of their privileges ; and il disunion were 1o begin there,
no one could blame 1he bighlanders of South Carolina
for drawing @ line of demarcation between oppressors and
But | would be soiry 1o see discord of
that kind arise.  And there may be policy in keeping up
agitation against the federal governmenl, for some men
would rather be chiefl in a village than second in Rome ;
and it might do very well to create a diversion by loud
complaints against the federal authorities, 1o prevent the

ains
people from looking mto their domestic affairs.

1 have on some occasions not had the good fortune 1o
act in accordance with the wishes of the honorable sena
tor from South Carolina, [Mr. Burixa.] | never bhave
believed, nor will 1 ever believe, that one, associaled as
he is with such patrietic recollections irom the com-
mencement of the revolution down to the present day—
that he, in whose veins flowa the blood of all the Butlers,
would be wanling in patriotism. [ respect his love of
country, though I dissent from him in some of his opio-
Hone.

Mr President, twenty-seven years ago | had the honor
10 occupy # seat in the House of Representatives from
the State of Tennessee. | recollect that in the discussion
of the tanfl act of 1524, for the first time in my lile 1 heard
the idea suggested that there might be secession, disunion,
or resistance to the constitutional action of the federal

overnment. When [ beard i, | was amazed. | could

ﬁudly think it possible that a nrrmnmwe of any
portion of the American people would have the fierce te-
merity to suggest disunion or resistance Lo the constitn-
tional authorities of the land, It produced deep and in-
tense meditation on my part. | did believe then that an
example ought to be made of it, but there was no way 10
touch it. It wanted some technicalities to make i trea-
son. | have beard principles of disunion boldly avowed
in this hall, and have beard senalors avow what was
treason, not technically, but which was not stripped of
one particle of the moral turpitude of treason. Disunion
has been proclaimed in this hall. What a delightiul com-
mentary upon the freedom of our institutions, und the
forbearance of the public mind, when a man is permitted
to go unseathed and unscourged who, in a deliberative
b like this, has made such u declamtion. Sir, no
higf{n assuiance can be given of the freedom ol our in-
stintions and the forbearance of the American people, and
their reliance npon the reason and the intelligence of the
he intelligent mind ia lelt lree to combat
error.  Such sentiments, with their authors, will dencend
to obscurity and the tomb of oblivion. 1 have only to
sy, in conclusion, that those who proclaim diwunion, no
matter of what name politically—that those wha, for the
suke ol disunion, conspire against the Union sod the
Constilation—are very beautifully described in Haly
Wt They are ** raging waves of the sea, foaming oul
their own shame ; wandering stars 1o whom is reserved
the blackness of darkness forever

Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi, Mr. President, | regret
very much to be com welled 1o trespass upon the attention
of the Sepate ; but lh must porceive that it will be -
possible for me, without relinguishing all sentiments of
sell-reapect, to permit what has fallen from the honora-
ble senator from Texas 10 go unreplied to.  Whether the
nenator prepared hin speech, expecting 1 should be ab-
went, and made the first rqu[u assault on me which he
has even undertaken in this body, under the hope that it

ed 10, remains 1o be deciuded b
s gy § 4 intend, so far as ?

others. | happened to be here, and |
can, to give him a Roland for an Oliver,
Mr, I-TUUSTUN. if the gentleman will permit me, |

would say that 1 notified him on Satarday that I should

1% resolution.

- r. Fl‘%OTE. The gentleman did; but he gave no
notification that he would make such an aitackas he
has made. | had heard a rumor throngh wown that |
was 0 receive a drubbing bere this morm o duning my
ahaence, and | remained on that account. [ have heard
the gentleman at length, and  hate listened to him with
forbearance, without any undue resentment; and | am
e has given me a legitimate and proper
acension jor commenting, with suitable feeling, not much
at length, and with no malignity, upon his course in con-
nexion with the pending question,

The gentleman undertakes 1o intimate, in the very fuce
of my solemn declaration to the contrary, (& declaration
which 1 formally put in writing and read 10 the Sen-
wte,) by multiphied innunendoes, that | had introduced this
resolution for some illicit party purpose ; and he has
given the Senate, on thia occason, the benefit of a
regular party barangue. | dedy the impatation made by

lm;'ll. HOUSTON, [ especially exempted the senator
mﬂ:“'}‘lmﬁ. The senator did exempt me from it, but

O o

party becomes & lree-s0il party—when the membera of it
ure permitted 1o enter into secret inirigues for the pur-
puse of securing the free-soil votes for the presidential
and other offices, by avoiding a bold and manly nssertion
of the great principles which lie at the very foundation of
the democratic creed of the country, nni which are es-
sential W the prosperity and true power of this great re-
publie—when such schemes can succeed, then indeed
will the glory of our democratic [srael depart, and unprin-
cipled demagogues be enthroned in high places. | under-
stand this matier, and the country nh'gh understand it

The gaul]emlll says he defers to the feelings of this
body ; he does not originate anything here; he looks to
outward feeling. It is a curse to this country that there
are s0 many members of Congress who are conslanily
looking out beyond the body to necertain what are the in-
dications of public feeling, not because (hey respect pub-
lie feeling me-2 than other men, but because they are anx-
ions to bolster up their tottering popularity to obtain high
office, by wimming their sails o any &]e thut bappens o
be blowing. ‘The aura popularis is the breeze under the
influence of which these gentlemen sail; and they are
eternally looking out to ascertain whether there are any
breakers ahead that may possibly shatter the frail vessel
which contains their hopes of Tuture political advance-
ment. Therefore, they do not look into their own con-
sciences for motives of action, they do not consult
their own undernmnmnfn. They do pol unideriake lo ex-
amine the )}rut principles of public expediency, but they
ascertain, 1l they ean, what is ‘p&nlll'. or what is likely
to be popular, by looking out of Congress, as the gentle-
man says, and in that way they expect to obtain, some of

them, high offices. They have underrated the in ence
of the people of this country. The have a little
mare understanding than some persons suppose. The

trickery of demagognism hus already become so familiar
to the intelligent and n;uioualgmpla of this counlry,
that it is no sooner practised in their view than the per-
former finds bimselt prostrated before an indignant and
oulraged constituency. . ,
Sir, | hope the day has gone by when any little trick-
slers, with shallow intellects, utle t in all
kuowledge of staiesmanslip, with no moral quality on
the face of God's earth, whio would indoce auy man 1o
think of them for high station, will be able by sly trick-
ery and underhanded management toattaln high places.
the incumbency of which by such persona must inevitably
inflict permanent, lasiing, and ine le di upon
our free institutions. | have no respect for demagogues
1 like sometimes to expose them, 1am not doing it now ;
oh, no, I would not be so discourteous and unparlisment-
ary; bat | do like somelimes 1o expose &mm of this
cliss, iI -J.:I» liltedmnrulamu.‘ii | may use hupu!snam
toempioy the cudgel ol casl 00 upon such people.
The senator from Texas l&f:.Ml the Senate of the
United States being converted into m political machine.
Whal did he mean by that? Nothing in the world, of
course, He talks about'the resolution belog a flagrant usur-
pation upon the people’s rights. He did not mean anything
disrespectiul by that—oh, no. But (be gentleman saya that
this thing commenced in the democratic caucus, and that
a mmilar resalution being rejecled there, it was vam,
up and reintroduced here for & similar purpose. The
gentleman is willing, 8s | underatand him, that the unity
and concord of the democratic party shall not be o far
broken in upon as to prevent the rankest free-soilers from
coming into our midst and exercising efficient influence in
the political contests of the day. I understand what
the gentleman means, He has & very special audience.
[Here the speaker pointed to Mr. Rantoul, who was mit-
ting juet behind him ] The signs of the times are very
ominous. | understand them well cmnﬁ_ There are
some men (of course not in the Senute) w ng"p:'?wod
to ive their deliberate sanction 1o corsupt pali bar-
gains, by means of which mean and unprincipled men are
10 be elevated 10 high stations, through the agency of cor-
rupl intrigue and management, of such a nature as almost
to stamp permanent discredit upon the esc on of the
republic.  Because some of us say we do not wish 10 as.
socinie with such people—because we say we will have
no political connexion with myw 1o agilate
againet the fogitive-slave law, who calls himself a dem-
ocrat, but who stands solemnly pledged 1o a fanatical con-
stituency to come here and |§|wl constantly, in_opposi -
tion to tiis law—is it to be saud that we are disturbing the
harmony of the democratic parly ! The gentleman mY.
il he chooses, have association with such e. Ido
not wish 1o associate with them, 1 bave said everywhare
i my own State, and | say it here, that the man who is
edged in the North to ngnc:nm against the fugitive-slave
Lu][, and the man in the g hgh who]i:hEZId 10 agilate
in opposition to any part of this great ol compromise,
is, nr:lmyjudgmem. no patriot ﬁ: the first Eku.md i,
| secondly, no demoerat. 1 do not charge the gentleman
with wishing to associate with such persons. 1 do not
aay that h:ﬁun corrapt intentions himsell. 1 do nol say
that he wishes 1o use certain persons for his own particu.
lur purposes—thit he is willing to discredit the democralic
party, 1o disgrace its ancient creed, to pull dawn i pri-
meval dignity, in order 1o have an o unity of [osting
himseli—+a wretched political humbag—into the highest
place in this repablic. * This whaole imaginalion is pau-
weting—it 18 disgusting—it 18 hiornfying.
The gentleman quotes Scripture, lrldh lli:i that be
their

ishes 1o judge men by their works, not profes-
:n:ua .‘:l’ojdoll. What are the works of the honorable
entleman 1 will show him up a little on that seore

hat are his works, | repeat !~ Why, he intimates that
b is the author of the Compromise. He says he a
apeech in which he prepared the way for the Compro-
mise, and then went off to Texas, leaving other persons
to perlorm the labor of perfecting the scheme. | can say
with perfect trath that the gentleman did nothing to pro-
mote the passage of any of the measuren of compromise,
ng money 1o Texas.

except the bill granti 2
1 voted for every measure composing

Mr. HOUSTON,
the Compromise
Mr. FOOTE. | voted for every measure
Californim bill and the District of Colum!
did that gentieman vole lor the California | $ [
re with Cah-

because hie was more di i wym
fornin than other senators? Why did he vote for the
Oregon bill in 1545, following the lead of the late illus-
tnious senator from Missour, [Mr, Bexrow 7] Rumor
says—1 will not say it, for it would be unpcrlmtu{h—.
that the honorable gentleman wasthen looking oul for
free-soil vote, 1o be elected by means of certain
free-soil 'I,;i..'f.' the I h‘w{hﬁa:-ﬁ:. man, ldnr!.
who thinks very hig

honors, who, o my ’kmwltdﬂc for the last or

except the
e e

en constantly engaged in tha most
:t:r.m:t“:'hdh.:anﬁ:mplihle :dqu in order to secure
the higheat advancement known in this wn't&
through the wreiched instrumentality of the [ree.
wote ol the North, notwithstanding he was s southern
man by birth, and professed 10 have tullnr nuch an be-
Jong nuturally to southern men upon the disjuled ques-
tions of the “mt:' Such a mn‘z pr&n?uu? 10 be & trei-
or to the South, no matler who " A
:fulnr (] nlluhonul a};‘lti:ci‘}g:l. and n &W n‘..
ue, wholly unw r y .
. 4 4 Id he ever oﬁ: '
| am re
(]

serving of expuleion from it

slace here.  Such s my opinion,

lnr ils expression in every mode known to
men.

Ad.

The gentleman says he did not sign the Soathern 4

dress. No, | naver expected him lo do it

the motives of that senator [pomm‘ o Mr, were
ware and upright . and every man knOws 80,
‘ know him and [ admire him | he will me 1o
say | hope that | have a troe ion [or . Lany

thing about the matives of anyboxd  henA -
B e s, N KPP Y sk kgl

-




